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PRESS RELEASE        For Immediate Release 

  

GENTING HONG KONG RAISES USD900MILLION FOR GENTING DREAM BY 
COMPLETING A SALE AND LEASEBACK TRANSACTION WITH 
 A CONSORTIUM OF FOUR CHINESE LEASING COMPANIES 

 
Hong Kong, 15 January 2020 – Genting Hong Kong has raised USD900million through 
the successful completion of a sale and leaseback transaction of one of Dream Cruises’ 
cruise ships – the 2016-built, 150,000 gross ton Genting Dream. A major milestone for all 
parties, this marks the first ever sale and leaseback transaction that was closed with a 
consortium of four Chinese leasing companies, through their special purpose vehicles 
indirectly wholly-owned by Bank of Communications Financial Leasing Co., Ltd, CMB 
Financial Leasing Co., Ltd, CCB Financial Leasing Corporation Limited and China 
Development Bank Financial Leasing Co., Ltd respectively with DNB Markets acted as 
advisor to Genting Hong Kong. Part of the funds received was used for repayment of the 
outstanding balance of approximately USD502million in respect of the existing bank loan 
for Genting Dream. 
 

“We are very appreciative of the consortium for supporting Genting Hong Kong in the 
refinancing of Genting Dream which allows a longer repayment period with a balloon 
payment at the end of 12 years,” said Tan Sri Lim Kok Thay, Chairman and Chief 
Executive of Genting Hong Kong. “With the completion of this transaction, the Group is 
now focusing on launching new summer itineraries for Dream Cruises which will 
showcase the best of Southeast Asia with exciting new destinations including Christmas 
Island and Belitung in addition to popular destinations such as Palawan and Kota 
Kinabalu. As well, we are looking forward to the highly anticipated debuts of Crystal 
Endeavor in August this year and of Global Dream in 2021.” 
 

In just over three short years of operation, Dream Cruises’ has grown to its current fleet 

of Genting Dream, World Dream and Explorer Dream. With the youngest and most 

modern fleet in the world, Dream Cruises has been honoured with a series of prestigious 

international awards and accolades from Asia and across the globe.  

 

Recognized worldwide by the international cruise and travel industry and consumers, 

Genting Dream and World Dream earned high marks in the renowned Berlitz Cruising 

and Cruise Ships 2020 guide, ranking 8th and 9th respectively in the “Large Resort Ship” 

category. Genting Dream, operating from Singapore, and World Dream, from Hong Kong 

/ Nansha (Guangzhou), are the only two ships included in the Top 10 to homeport 

year-round in Asia. Explorer Dream, the latest addition to the Dream Cruises fleet, also 
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made her debut in the Berlitz Cruising and Cruise Ships 2020 guide placing 17th in the 

“Mid-Sized Ship” category. 

 
For more information about Dream Cruises, please visit www.dreamcruiseline.com, like 
us at www.facebook.com/DreamCruisesHQ and follow us at 
www.weibo.com/dreamcruises. 
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About Genting Hong Kong  

Genting Hong Kong (GHK) is a leading corporation principally engaged in the business of cruise 

and cruise related operations along with leisure, entertainment and hospitality activities. 

  

As a pioneer in the Asian cruise industry, GHK took on the bold initiative to grow the Asia-Pacific 

as an international cruise destination with the founding of Star Cruises in 1993. In 2015, to 

further expand its cruise portfolio in the region, GHK launched Dream Cruises to cater to the 

fastest growing Asian market. The same year, GHK finalized the acquisition of Crystal Cruises to 

extend its reach in the global up-scale market. The three cruise brands are now collectively 

known as Genting Cruise Lines.  

  

In 2015, GHK acquired Lloyd Werft in Germany, which specializes in building mega private 

yachts and passenger vessels. A year later, GHK acquired another three shipyards in Germany, 

collectively known as “MV Werften”, to build mega cruise ships of up to 200,000 gross tons for its 

three cruise brands. 

  

GHK owns 45% of Resorts World Manila, which was the first integrated resort in the Philippines 

when it opened in 2009. In 2015, GHK bought iconic Singapore nightlife brand Zouk – a 

perennial top-ten fixture in the annual DJ Mag Top 100 Clubs global poll - further diversifying the 

company’s appeal to a younger and more dynamic clientele. 
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